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who cannot love, Serbia and Yugoslavia. While it lasts the country
is kept in stern subjection by the police.
The police intrude upon your gaze more in Yugoslavia than in
most countries, and this fact means something if you know the
situation. When the population of Belgrade takes its daily prome-
nade along the main street, the throngs pass between two lines of
policemen, stationed at intervals of about twenty yards, who
carry a bayoneted rifle slung over one shoulder, wear a revolver
at their belt, and suggestively finger a truncheon with their free
hand. In the environs of Belgrade, where* the road passes the
extensive grounds of the Royal Palace, already inhabited by the
heavily armed Royal Guard, police are seen at all times of the day
and night standing behind trees and bushes.
The hunger for power of politicians who have now been for
years in the wilderness, the dispute with the Croats, and the con-
troversy about the right foreign policy for Yugoslavia have led to
the most extraordinary political mix-up that I have ever en-
countered. You never read anything about it, even in the country
itself, with its Press censorship and rigid police control; it is largely
a thing of whispers and handbills, and I am not sure that it means
much more than the bitter rivalry for power of various groups, but
it is there, and it may produce unexpected results some day, so that
it is worth watching.
In Croatia you have, unchallenged spokesman of the Croat
claims, Dr. Matchek, who succeeded the murdered Raditch and
would in normal times be the voluble leader of the Croats in
Parliament in Belgrade. But the Croats to-day say there is no good
in taking their seats in Parliament, they might be shot at again.
So they stay away. >
Matchek always wears a collarless shirt, apparently to stamp
himself as a man of the people, likes riding on a white horse, and
has organized an army of Croat Storm Troops. His claims
resemble those which the Slovaks have succeeded in realizing
through the dismemberment of Czechoslovakia — loyalty to the
Karageorgevitch dynasty, a united Yugoslav foreign policy, but
beyond tHat full home-rule for the Croats in Croatia, with a parlia-
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